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Add or Subtract? Word Problems
Read each story aloud. Your child draws it, writes + or − in the circle, and solves it.

1. Ruby has 6 shells. She finds 2 more. How many shells does she have now?

Draw it

=

2. There are 7 cars in the lot. 3 cars drive away. How many cars are left?

Draw it

=

3. Ben has 4 red blocks and 5 blue blocks. How many blocks does he have in 
all?

Draw it

=

4. There are 9 bubbles. 5 bubbles pop. How many bubbles are left?

Draw it

=
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Add or Subtract? Word Problems
One way to draw each story, and the number sentence.

1. Ruby has 6 shells. She finds 2 more. How many shells does she have now?

Draw it

+ =

2. There are 7 cars in the lot. 3 cars drive away. How many cars are left?

Draw it

− =

3. Ben has 4 red blocks and 5 blue blocks. How many blocks does he have in 
all?

Draw it

+ =

4. There are 9 bubbles. 5 bubbles pop. How many bubbles are left?

Draw it

− =
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