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Animal Parents
Read about animal parents. Then answer the questions.

Taking Care of Babies
Many animal parents take care of their babies. A 
mother bird brings worms to her chicks. The chicks 
peep and open their mouths wide.

A hen sits on her eggs to keep them warm. After 
the chicks hatch, they hide under her wings.

A mother duck walks to the pond. Her ducklings 
follow her in a line. The babies stay close, so they 
stay safe.

1. Why do the chicks open their mouths wide?

to sing to get food to go to sleep

2. How does a hen keep her eggs warm?

She sits on them. She hides them in the grass.

She puts them in the sun.

3. Why do the ducklings stay close to their mother?

to find a nest to learn to fly to stay safe

4. Name one way an animal parent helps its baby.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Animal Parents
Answers to the questions.

Taking Care of Babies
Many animal parents take care of their babies. A 
mother bird brings worms to her chicks. The chicks 
peep and open their mouths wide.

A hen sits on her eggs to keep them warm. After 
the chicks hatch, they hide under her wings.

A mother duck walks to the pond. Her ducklings 
follow her in a line. The babies stay close, so they 
stay safe.

1. Why do the chicks open their mouths wide?

to sing to get food to go to sleep

2. How does a hen keep her eggs warm?

She sits on them. She hides them in the grass.

She puts them in the sun.

3. Why do the ducklings stay close to their mother?

to find a nest to learn to fly to stay safe

4. Name one way an animal parent helps its baby.

It brings food, keeps it warm or keeps it safe.
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