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Cause and Effect: The Sand Castle
Read the story. Write each effect.

The Sand Castle
Mia and Leo built a sand castle near the water. It had 
four tall towers. Then a big wave rolled in and washed 
one tower away! Leo was upset.

“Let’s build a wall to keep the waves out,” said Mia. 
They dug a ditch and piled up a long wall of sand. The 
next wave hit the wall and stopped. The castle stayed 
safe.

Cause

A big wave rolled in.

Effect

Cause

A tower washed away.

Effect

Cause

They built a wall of sand.

Effect
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Cause and Effect: The Sand Castle
Read the story. Write each effect.

The Sand Castle
Mia and Leo built a sand castle near the water. It had 
four tall towers. Then a big wave rolled in and washed 
one tower away! Leo was upset.

“Let’s build a wall to keep the waves out,” said Mia. 
They dug a ditch and piled up a long wall of sand. The 
next wave hit the wall and stopped. The castle stayed 
safe.

Cause

A big wave rolled in.

Effect

A tower washed away.

Cause

A tower washed away.

Effect

Leo was upset.

Cause

They built a wall of sand.

Effect

The castle stayed safe.
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