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The Dark Box Test
Can you see a toy in a dark box? Try it and circle yes or no.

WHAT TO DO

1. Put a small toy in a shoebox. Close the lid.
2. Poke a small hole in one end. Cut a flap in the lid.
3. Look through the hole each time below.

Look in the box Can you see the toy? Draw what you 
see.

The lid and the flap 
are closed.

yes no

Open the flap to let 
light in.

yes no

Close the flap. Poke 
a second hole. Shine 
a flashlight in it.

yes no

What do you need to see the toy?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Dark Box Test
What children should find.

WHAT TO DO

1. Put a small toy in a shoebox. Close the lid.
2. Poke a small hole in one end. Cut a flap in the lid.
3. Look through the hole each time below.

Look in the box Can you see the toy? Draw what you 
see.

The lid and the flap 
are closed.

yes no all dark

Open the flap to let 
light in.

yes no the toy

Close the flap. Poke 
a second hole. Shine 
a flashlight in it.

yes no the toy

What do you need to see the toy?

I need light to see the toy.

We see the toy only when light shines on it. With no light in the box, the toy is still there, but we cannot 
see it.
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