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How Plants Stay Safe
Read about plants. Then answer the questions.

Plants Have Helpful Parts
Plants cannot run away. Their parts help them stay safe.

A cactus has sharp spines. Most animals do not want to 
bite it. A rose has sharp thorns on its stem. They keep 
hungry animals away.

Roots hold a plant in the soil, so wind and rain cannot 
pull it out. Leaves reach out to get sunlight. The plant 
uses the sunlight to make its food.

1. What keeps animals from biting a cactus?

its sharp spines its flowers its roots

2. Where are the thorns on a rose?

on its roots on its stem in the soil

3. What do roots do?

make seeds hold the plant in the soil keep it warm

4. Why do leaves reach out?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How Plants Stay Safe
Answers to the questions.

Plants Have Helpful Parts
Plants cannot run away. Their parts help them stay safe.

A cactus has sharp spines. Most animals do not want to 
bite it. A rose has sharp thorns on its stem. They keep 
hungry animals away.

Roots hold a plant in the soil, so wind and rain cannot 
pull it out. Leaves reach out to get sunlight. The plant 
uses the sunlight to make its food.

1. What keeps animals from biting a cactus?

its sharp spines its flowers its roots

2. Where are the thorns on a rose?

on its roots on its stem in the soil

3. What do roots do?

make seeds hold the plant in the soil keep it warm

4. Why do leaves reach out?

to get sunlight so the plant can make food
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