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Main Idea and Details: Whales
Read the text. Write the main idea and three details.

Whales Are Not Fish
Whales live in the ocean, but they are not fish. A 
whale breathes air through a blowhole on top of its 
head. A mother whale feeds her baby milk, just like a 
dog or a cat does. Whales also have lungs, not gills, 
so they must swim up to the top of the water to 
breathe.

Main idea

Detail Detail Detail
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Main Idea and Details: Whales
Read the text. Write the main idea and three details.

Whales Are Not Fish
Whales live in the ocean, but they are not fish. A 
whale breathes air through a blowhole on top of its 
head. A mother whale feeds her baby milk, just like a 
dog or a cat does. Whales also have lungs, not gills, 
so they must swim up to the top of the water to 
breathe.

Main idea

Whales are not fish.

Detail

They breathe air

through a

blowhole.

Detail

Mothers feed

their babies

milk.

Detail

They have lungs,

not gills.
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