Name Date

Find the Main Idea 1

Read each paragraph. Circle the main idea.

Dogs help people in many ways. Some dogs help people who
cannot see cross the street. Some dogs help farmers move
sheep. Other dogs sniff out hikers who are lost in the woods.

What is the main idea?

a. Dogs help farmers.
b. Dogs help people in many ways.
c. Dogs like to nap.

Rain is good for the earth. It gives plants a drink so they can
grow. It fills up ponds and lakes. Animals drink the rainwater,
too.

What is the main idea?

a. Rain is good for the earth.
b. Ponds are big.
c. Rain makes us wet.

There are lots of things to do at the beach. You can dig in the
sand. You can jump over the waves. You can hunt for shells
along the shore.

What is the main idea?

a. Shells are pretty.
b. The sand is hot.
c. There are lots of things to do at the beach.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Find the Main Idea 1

Read each paragraph. Circle the main idea.

Dogs help people in many ways. Some dogs help people who
cannot see cross the street. Some dogs help farmers move
sheep. Other dogs sniff out hikers who are lost in the woods.

What is the main idea?

a. Dogs help farmers.
(b. Dogs help people in many ways.)
c. Dogs like to nap.

Rain is good for the earth. It gives plants a drink so they can
grow. It fills up ponds and lakes. Animals drink the rainwater,
too.

What is the main idea?

(a. Rain is good for the earth.)
b. Ponds are big.
c. Rain makes us wet.

There are lots of things to do at the beach. You can dig in the
sand. You can jump over the waves. You can hunt for shells
along the shore.

What is the main idea?

a. Shells are pretty.
b. The sand is hot.
(c. There are lots of things to do at the beach.)
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