
Name Date

Find the Main Idea 3
Read each paragraph. Circle the main idea. Watch out for details!

1

Penguins are birds, but they cannot fly. Instead, they are 
great swimmers. Their wings work like flippers in the water. 
Their smooth bodies glide fast to catch fish.

What is the main idea?

a. Penguins eat fish.
b. Penguins are great swimmers.
c. All birds can fly.

2

Fire trucks carry lots of tools. Long hoses spray water on fires. 
Tall ladders reach high windows. Axes help firefighters open 
stuck doors.

What is the main idea?

a. Fire trucks carry lots of tools.
b. Ladders are tall.
c. Fire is hot.

3

Seeds travel in many ways. Some seeds float away on the 
wind. Some stick to the fur of animals. Some ride on water to 
new places.

What is the main idea?

a. Wind can blow seeds.
b. Animals have fur.
c. Seeds travel in many ways.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Find the Main Idea 3
Read each paragraph. Circle the main idea. Watch out for details!

1

Penguins are birds, but they cannot fly. Instead, they are 
great swimmers. Their wings work like flippers in the water. 
Their smooth bodies glide fast to catch fish.

What is the main idea?

a. Penguins eat fish.
b. Penguins are great swimmers.
c. All birds can fly.

2

Fire trucks carry lots of tools. Long hoses spray water on fires. 
Tall ladders reach high windows. Axes help firefighters open 
stuck doors.

What is the main idea?

a. Fire trucks carry lots of tools.
b. Ladders are tall.
c. Fire is hot.

3

Seeds travel in many ways. Some seeds float away on the 
wind. Some stick to the fur of animals. Some ride on water to 
new places.

What is the main idea?

a. Wind can blow seeds.
b. Animals have fur.
c. Seeds travel in many ways.
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