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Main Idea and Details
A chart to read together and keep.

The main idea is what a text is mostly 
about. The details tell more about the 
main idea.

Main idea
Ask: What is it mostly about?

Dogs help people in many ways.

Details
Ask: What tells me more?

• Some dogs help people who cannot see.
• Some dogs help farmers move sheep.
• Some dogs find people who are lost.

Try it

Think of a book you read. What was it mostly about?
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