
Name Date

Moon Phases
The moon’s shape seems to change in the same pattern every month.

Waxing means the lit part is growing. Waning means the lit part is shrinking. The 
moon does not make its own light. We see the part that sunlight shines on.

new moon

we can hardly see 
it

waxing crescent

a thin curve on the 
right

first quarter

the right half is lit

waxing gibbous

more than half is 
lit

then

full moon

the whole face is lit

waning gibbous

more than half is 
lit

third quarter

the left half is lit

waning crescent

a thin curve on the 
left

then back to a new moon, about 29 and a half days after the last one

These shapes are how the moon looks from the United States and other places north of the equator.
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