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Tess Plays Goalie
Read the story. Level 3 · 155 words

Tess loved soccer. She loved to run fast and kick the ball down the 
field. But on Saturday, Coach Lin asked her to play goalie.

“Me?” said Tess. Her knees felt shaky. A goalie has to stop the ball 
from going into the net. What if she missed?

Early in the game, a girl on the other team kicked the ball hard. Tess 
reached for it, but the ball flew past her hand and into the net. The 
other team cheered. Tess felt her cheeks get hot.

“Shake it off!” Coach Lin called. “Keep your eyes on the ball!”

Tess took a deep breath. The next time the ball came, she watched it 
closely. She dove to the side and grabbed it with both hands. Her 
whole team shouted, “Great save, Tess!”

When the game ended, the score was tied. Tess grinned all the way 
home. Maybe being goalie was not so bad after all.
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Name Date

Tess Plays Goalie: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What job did Coach Lin give Tess? coach goalie referee

2 Did Tess stop the first hard kick? yes no

3 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

The ball flies into the net.

Tess grabs the ball with both hands.

Coach Lin asks Tess to play goalie.

4 Find a word in the story that means jumped quickly to the side.

5 How did Coach Lin help Tess?

a. She played goalie for Tess.

b. She stopped the game.

c. She told Tess to keep her eyes on the ball.

6 How did Tess feel at the end?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Tess Plays Goalie: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What job did Coach Lin give Tess? coach goalie referee

2 Did Tess stop the first hard kick? yes no

3 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

2 The ball flies into the net.

3 Tess grabs the ball with both hands.

1 Coach Lin asks Tess to play goalie.

4 Find a word in the story that means jumped quickly to the side.

dove

5 How did Coach Lin help Tess?

a. She played goalie for Tess.

b. She stopped the game.

c. She told Tess to keep her eyes on the ball.

6 How did Tess feel at the end?

She was happy and proud of her great save.

everyworksheet.com


