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The Paper Boat
Listen to the story. Then answer the questions. READ ALOUD

It had rained all morning, and Nora was tired of being stuck inside. 
When the rain finally stopped, Grandpa took out a sheet of paper. 
“Watch this,” he said. He folded the paper this way and that way, 
and in a minute he held up a little paper boat.

Nora and Grandpa put on their boots and went outside. A stream of 
rainwater was rushing along the curb. Nora set the boat in the water, 
and off it went! It bobbed and spun and raced away. Nora ran beside 
it, laughing. Then the boat floated toward a big drain. “Oh no!” cried 
Nora. “It’s going to disappear!”

Just before the drain, the boat bumped into a pile of wet leaves and 
stopped. A girl in a yellow raincoat was standing there. She lifted the 
boat out of the water and handed it to Nora. “Your boat is a good 
sailor,” she said.

The girl’s name was Hana, and she lived right next door. That 
afternoon, Grandpa taught both girls how to fold paper boats. By the 
time the sun came out, they had a whole fleet, and Nora had a new 
friend.

1 Who made the first paper boat? Nora Grandpa Hana

2 Did the boat go down the drain? yes no

3 A fleet is a group of ... girls drains boats

4 How does the story end?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Paper Boat
Listen to the story. Then answer the questions. READ ALOUD

It had rained all morning, and Nora was tired of being stuck inside. 
When the rain finally stopped, Grandpa took out a sheet of paper. 
“Watch this,” he said. He folded the paper this way and that way, 
and in a minute he held up a little paper boat.

Nora and Grandpa put on their boots and went outside. A stream of 
rainwater was rushing along the curb. Nora set the boat in the water, 
and off it went! It bobbed and spun and raced away. Nora ran beside 
it, laughing. Then the boat floated toward a big drain. “Oh no!” cried 
Nora. “It’s going to disappear!”

Just before the drain, the boat bumped into a pile of wet leaves and 
stopped. A girl in a yellow raincoat was standing there. She lifted the 
boat out of the water and handed it to Nora. “Your boat is a good 
sailor,” she said.

The girl’s name was Hana, and she lived right next door. That 
afternoon, Grandpa taught both girls how to fold paper boats. By the 
time the sun came out, they had a whole fleet, and Nora had a new 
friend.

1 Who made the first paper boat? Nora Grandpa Hana

2 Did the boat go down the drain? yes no

3 A fleet is a group of ... girls drains boats

4 How does the story end?

Nora makes a new friend named Hana.
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