
Name Date

Kai’s Sunflower
Read the story. Level 3 · 181 words

Kai held a big striped seed in his hand. “It’s a sunflower seed,” said 
Mom. “If you plant it, it will grow into a tall flower.”

Kai dug a little hole in the garden. He dropped in the seed and patted 
the dirt on top. Then he sat down and waited.

The next morning, Kai ran outside. The dirt was flat and brown. 
Nothing was there! “My seed is not growing,” he groaned.

“Seeds need sun, water, and time,” said Mom. “You have to be 
patient.”

So Kai waited. Each day, he gave the seed a drink of water. He felt the 
warm sun on his back as he worked. One morning, he saw a tiny green 
sprout poking up. “It’s growing!” he cheered.

All summer, the sprout grew and grew. Its stem got thick and fuzzy. 
Its leaves got big. Then one day, a giant yellow flower opened at the 
top. It was taller than Kai, and even taller than Mom!

Bees buzzed around the bright petals. Kai smiled up at his sunflower. 
“It was worth the wait,” he said.
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Name Date

Kai’s Sunflower: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Who are the characters?

Kai and Mom Kai and Dad Mom and a bee

2 What was Kai’s problem?

3 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

A big yellow flower opened.

Kai planted the seed.

A tiny sprout came up.

4 Which word tells how the stem felt? yellow fuzzy tall

5 What is the lesson of the story?

a. Bees like flowers.

b. Dirt is brown.

c. Be patient. Good things take time.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Kai’s Sunflower: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Who are the characters?

Kai and Mom Kai and Dad Mom and a bee

2 What was Kai’s problem?

His seed did not grow right away.

3 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

3 A big yellow flower opened.

1 Kai planted the seed.

2 A tiny sprout came up.

4 Which word tells how the stem felt? yellow fuzzy tall

5 What is the lesson of the story?

a. Bees like flowers.

b. Dirt is brown.

c. Be patient. Good things take time.
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