
Name Date

Peanut the Class Pet
Read the story. Level 3 · 181 words

Peanut is the class hamster in Room 12. He is small and round, with 
soft brown fur and pink feet. Each Friday, one kid gets to take Peanut 
home for the weekend. This week, it was Mei’s turn!

At home, Mei set Peanut’s cage on her desk. She gave him fresh water 
and seeds. Then she waited for him to play. But Peanut stayed curled 
up in his nest of paper. He did not come out all day.

“Mom, I think Peanut is sad,” said Mei. “Maybe he misses school.”

Mom smiled. “Hamsters sleep in the day,” she said. “They wake up at 
night. Let’s wait and see.”

That night, Mei heard a sound. Squeak, squeak, squeak! She tiptoed 
to her desk. Peanut was running on his wheel! His tiny nose twitched. 
He nibbled a seed and then stuffed two more in his cheeks.

Mei giggled. “You are not sad at all,” she whispered. “You were just 
sleepy!”

On Monday, Mei told her class all about it. Her teacher, Mr. Diaz, 
smiled. “Thank you, Mei. You took great care of Peanut.”
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Name Date

Peanut the Class Pet: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Who is Peanut?

a. the class hamster

b. Mei’s teacher

c. Mei’s brother

2 Why did Mei think Peanut was sad?

3 What did Mom say about hamsters?

a. They like to swim.

b. They eat cake.

c. They sleep in the day.

4 What sound did Mei hear at night? buzz squeak moo

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Peanut ran on his wheel.

Mei took Peanut home.

Peanut stayed in his nest all day.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Peanut the Class Pet: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Who is Peanut?

a. the class hamster

b. Mei’s teacher

c. Mei’s brother

2 Why did Mei think Peanut was sad?

He stayed in his nest and did not come out all day.

3 What did Mom say about hamsters?

a. They like to swim.

b. They eat cake.

c. They sleep in the day.

4 What sound did Mei hear at night? buzz squeak moo

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

3 Peanut ran on his wheel.

1 Mei took Peanut home.

2 Peanut stayed in his nest all day.
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