
Name Date

The New Kid
Read the story. Level 3 · 172 words

Omar’s family had just moved to a new town. Today was his first day 
at a new school. He held his backpack tight. His legs felt wobbly as he 
walked into Room 4.

“Class, this is Omar,” said Ms. Park. Everyone looked at him. Omar’s 
cheeks felt hot. He sat down and looked at his shoes.

At recess, kids ran and played. Omar stood by the fence all by 
himself. He missed his old friends.

Then a girl in a red jacket came over. “Hi, I’m Grace,” she said. “I like 
your backpack. Do you like rockets?” Omar’s backpack had rockets all 
over it. “I love rockets!” he said. Grace grinned. “Let’s play space 
trip! The top of the slide can be the moon.”

Omar and Grace zoomed up to the moon and slid back down to Earth. 
Omar laughed so hard that his tummy hurt. When the bell rang, 
Grace said, “See you tomorrow, space friend!” Omar smiled all the 
way home. His new school did not feel so new anymore.
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Name Date

The New Kid: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Where does most of the story happen?

at school at a farm at the beach

2 Which words tell you Omar was nervous?

a. He laughed so hard.

b. The slide can be the moon.

c. His legs felt wobbly.

3 How did Grace help Omar?

4 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Grace said hi to Omar.

Omar and Grace played on the slide.

Omar stood by the fence alone.

5 What is the lesson of the story?

a. Rockets are fast.

b. Be kind to new kids.

c. Recess is short.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The New Kid: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Where does most of the story happen?

at school at a farm at the beach

2 Which words tell you Omar was nervous?

a. He laughed so hard.

b. The slide can be the moon.

c. His legs felt wobbly.

3 How did Grace help Omar?

She said hi and asked him to play space trip.

4 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

2 Grace said hi to Omar.

3 Omar and Grace played on the slide.

1 Omar stood by the fence alone.

5 What is the lesson of the story?

a. Rockets are fast.

b. Be kind to new kids.

c. Recess is short.
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