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Vibration Investigation
Do each test with a grown-up. Circle what you see, hear or feel.

Test What happens?

Put some rice on a drum. 
Tap the drum.

The rice jumps.

The rice stays still.

Stretch a rubber band 
around a box. Pluck it.

It moves back and forth.

It stays still.

Hum a song. Touch your 
throat.

I feel it shake.

I feel nothing.

Put plastic wrap over a 
bowl and rice on top. 
Bang a pan close by.

The rice jumps.

The rice stays still.

Ring a bell. Then hold it 
tight.

The sound stops.

The sound gets louder.

Finish the sentence: Sound is made when ...

Tests 1, 2, 3 and 5 show that vibrating things make sound. Test 4 shows that sound can make things 
vibrate.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Vibration Investigation
What children should see, hear or feel in each test.

Test What happens?

Put some rice on a drum. 
Tap the drum.

The rice jumps.

The rice stays still.

Stretch a rubber band 
around a box. Pluck it.

It moves back and forth.

It stays still.

Hum a song. Touch your 
throat.

I feel it shake.

I feel nothing.

Put plastic wrap over a 
bowl and rice on top. 
Bang a pan close by.

The rice jumps.

The rice stays still.

Ring a bell. Then hold it 
tight.

The sound stops.

The sound gets louder.

Finish the sentence: Sound is made when ...

Sound is made when something vibrates. A loud sound can make things 
vibrate too.

Tests 1, 2, 3 and 5 show that vibrating things make sound. Test 4 shows that sound can make things 
vibrate.
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