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Add or Subtract Word Problems
Read. Do you add or subtract? Show your thinking and solve. Sheet A

1. There are 41 ducks on the pond. Then 35 more come. How many ducks are on 
the pond now?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer ducks

2. There are 54 ants on the hill. Then 48 of them leave. How many ants are still 
on the hill?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer ants

3. Lucy has 98 crayons. 47 of them are big. The rest are small. How many 
crayons are small?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer crayons

4. The class bakes 21 cupcakes on Monday and 69 cupcakes on Tuesday. How 
many cupcakes did the class bake in all?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer cupcakes
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Add or Subtract Word Problems
A bar model, the number sentence and the answer. Sheet A

1. There are 41 ducks on the pond. Then 35 more come. How many ducks are on 
the pond now?

Show your thinking

41 35

76

Number sentence

41 + 35 = 76

Answer ducks

2. There are 54 ants on the hill. Then 48 of them leave. How many ants are still 
on the hill?

Show your thinking

48 6

54

Number sentence

54 − 48 = 6

Answer ants

3. Lucy has 98 crayons. 47 of them are big. The rest are small. How many 
crayons are small?

Show your thinking

47 51

98

Number sentence

98 − 47 = 51

Answer crayons

4. The class bakes 21 cupcakes on Monday and 69 cupcakes on Tuesday. How 
many cupcakes did the class bake in all?

Show your thinking

21 69

90

Number sentence

21 + 69 = 90

Answer cupcakes
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