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Two Texts About Elephants
Read both texts. Think about how they are alike and different. Level 2 · 186 words

Text 1: An Amazing Trunk

An elephant’s trunk is its nose and upper lip together. An elephant uses its 
trunk to breathe and to smell. It can pull leaves off a tree and put them in its 
mouth. To drink, an elephant sucks water into its trunk. Then it sprays the 
water into its mouth. A trunk is strong enough to lift a heavy log. An elephant 
can even spray dust on its back to protect its skin from the sun. Elephants even 
use their trunks to say hello. They touch trunks when they greet each other.

Text 2: Elephant Families

Elephants live in family groups called herds. The oldest female leads the herd. 
She knows where to find food and water. A baby elephant is called a calf. A calf 
stays close to its mother and drinks her milk. Everyone in the herd helps take 
care of the calves. When there is danger, the grown-ups stand in a circle 
around the calves. Elephants greet each other by touching trunks. They also 
talk with deep rumbles. Some rumbles are so low that people cannot hear them.
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Name Date

Two Texts About Elephants: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What topic do both texts tell about? whales zoos elephants

2 What is the most important point of Text 1?

a. An elephant uses its trunk in many ways.
b. Elephants live in herds.
c. A baby elephant is called a calf.

3 What is the most important point of Text 2?

a. Elephants drink lots of water.
b. Elephants live and work together in families.
c. An elephant’s trunk is very long.

4 Both texts tell how elephants drink water. true false

5 Which fact is in BOTH texts?

a. The oldest female leads the herd.
b. Elephants suck water into their trunks.
c. Elephants greet each other by touching trunks.

6 How are the two texts different? Tell what each one teaches.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Two Texts About Elephants: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What topic do both texts tell about? whales zoos elephants

2 What is the most important point of Text 1?

a. An elephant uses its trunk in many ways.
b. Elephants live in herds.
c. A baby elephant is called a calf.

3 What is the most important point of Text 2?

a. Elephants drink lots of water.
b. Elephants live and work together in families.
c. An elephant’s trunk is very long.

4 Both texts tell how elephants drink water. true false

5 Which fact is in BOTH texts?

a. The oldest female leads the herd.
b. Elephants suck water into their trunks.
c. Elephants greet each other by touching trunks.

6 How are the two texts different? Tell what each one teaches.

Text 1 teaches about the trunk. Text 2 teaches about elephant

families.
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