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Two Texts: Sea Turtles
Read both texts about sea turtles. Then compare them.

A Sea Turtle Nest
On a summer night, a mother sea 
turtle crawls out of the ocean onto a 
sandy beach. She digs a hole with her 
back flippers and lays about one 
hundred eggs. Then she covers them 
with sand and swims back to the sea. 
About two months later, the baby 
turtles hatch. They dig their way out 
and crawl to the ocean.

Life in the Sea
Sea turtles spend almost their whole 
lives in the ocean. They have flippers 
instead of feet, which help them swim 
far. Sea turtles breathe air, so they 
must swim up to the top of the water 
to take a breath. Some swim 
thousands of miles to find food. When 
it is time to lay eggs, a female swims 
back to a beach.

Text 1 is mostly about Text 2 is mostly about

How are the two texts the same?

How are the two texts different?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Two Texts: Sea Turtles
Read both texts about sea turtles. Then compare them.

A Sea Turtle Nest
On a summer night, a mother sea 
turtle crawls out of the ocean onto a 
sandy beach. She digs a hole with her 
back flippers and lays about one 
hundred eggs. Then she covers them 
with sand and swims back to the sea. 
About two months later, the baby 
turtles hatch. They dig their way out 
and crawl to the ocean.

Life in the Sea
Sea turtles spend almost their whole 
lives in the ocean. They have flippers 
instead of feet, which help them swim 
far. Sea turtles breathe air, so they 
must swim up to the top of the water 
to take a breath. Some swim 
thousands of miles to find food. When 
it is time to lay eggs, a female swims 
back to a beach.

Text 1 is mostly about

how sea turtles lay eggs and hatch

Text 2 is mostly about

how sea turtles live in the ocean

How are the two texts the same?

Both are about sea turtles. Both say that

a mother turtle lays her eggs on a beach.

How are the two texts different?

Text 1 tells about a nest and baby turtles.

Text 2 tells how sea turtles live in the ocean.
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