
Name Date

How to Use Context Clues
A chart to read together and keep.

Stuck on a word? Read the words around it. 
Look for clues that help you figure out what 
it means.

It tells the meaning
Look for: is, means, or

A foal, or baby horse, ran to its 
mom.

It gives examples
Look for: like, such as

I love citrus fruits, like 
oranges and lemons.

Same meaning
Look for a word that means almost the 

same.

The road was slick. It was 
slippery with ice.

Opposite meaning
Look for: but, not, unlike

The cat was calm, but the 
puppy was frantic.

Steps to try

• Stop at the word.
• Read the whole sentence 

again.
• Look for clue words.

Check it

• Put your meaning in the 
sentence.

• Does it make sense?
• If not, try again!

Try it

What does chilly mean? The air was chilly, so I put on a warm 
sweater.
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