
Name Date

Earth Changes: Fast and Slow
The shape of the land is always changing. Some changes take minutes. Others take 
thousands or millions of years.

Volcano
Hot melted rock bursts 
out. A new mountain or 
island can grow in days.

fast

Earthquake
The ground shakes and 

can crack in a few 
seconds or minutes.

fast

Landslide
Rocks and soil slide down 

a hill in just minutes.
fast

River erosion
A river carries away bits 

of rock and carves a 
canyon.

slow

Wind erosion
Wind blows sand that 

wears away rock, little by 
little.
slow

Glacier
A huge river of ice 

scrapes the land and 
carves a valley.

slow
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