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The Grand Canyon: A Slow Change
Read about the Grand Canyon. Then answer the questions.

The Grand Canyon
The Grand Canyon in Arizona is a giant, deep valley 
with steep rock walls. In some places it is about one 
mile deep!

Long, long ago, the land there was flat. The Colorado 
River flowed across it. Day after day, the moving water 
carried away tiny bits of rock and sand. Little by little, 
the river cut deeper and deeper.

It took millions of years to make the Grand Canyon. 
The river is still flowing at the bottom, and it is still 
slowly carving the canyon today.

1. What made the Grand Canyon?

an earthquake the Colorado River a volcano

2. How long did it take?

one day 100 years millions of years

3. Is the Grand Canyon a fast change or a slow change?

fast slow

4. Is the canyon still changing today? How do you know?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Grand Canyon: A Slow Change
Answers to the questions.

The Grand Canyon
The Grand Canyon in Arizona is a giant, deep valley 
with steep rock walls. In some places it is about one 
mile deep!

Long, long ago, the land there was flat. The Colorado 
River flowed across it. Day after day, the moving water 
carried away tiny bits of rock and sand. Little by little, 
the river cut deeper and deeper.

It took millions of years to make the Grand Canyon. 
The river is still flowing at the bottom, and it is still 
slowly carving the canyon today.

1. What made the Grand Canyon?

an earthquake the Colorado River a volcano

2. How long did it take?

one day 100 years millions of years

3. Is the Grand Canyon a fast change or a slow change?

fast slow

4. Is the canyon still changing today? How do you know?

Yes. The river still flows at the bottom and keeps carving it.
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