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Three Levels of Government
A government is a group of people who make laws and give services for a place. 
Our country has three levels.

Local
A town or city. The 
mayor and the city 

council lead it. They 
take care of parks, 

streets and fire stations.
leader: mayor

State
One of the 50 states. 

The governor and state 
lawmakers lead it. They 
take care of state roads 

and parks.
leader: governor

National
The whole United 

States. The president 
and Congress lead it. 
They take care of the 

country.
leader: president

Who picks the leaders?
Citizens who are 18 or older vote to choose the mayor, the governor and the 
president. Taxes that people pay help pay for government services.
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