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Making Inferences
A chart to read together and keep.

When you infer, you use clues from the story 
and what you already know to figure out 
something the story does not say.

Clues from the Story
what the words tell you

Leo has a wet umbrella.
His boots are muddy.
He shakes water off his coat.

What I Already Know
what I know from my own life

People use umbrellas when it 
rains.
Rain makes mud.

My Inference
clues + what I know

It is raining outside.
The story never said “rain,” 
but the clues show it!

Ask Yourself
good questions for any story

• Who is it?
• Where are they?
• What is happening?
• How does the character feel?
• Which clue tells me?

Try it

Mia yawns and rubs her eyes. What can you infer about Mia?
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