Name Date

The Berry Thief

Read the story. Look for clues.

Level 2 - 190 words

N

Nico grew strawberries in a little garden behind his house. He watered them
every day with his green can. Every morning, he counted the red berries. On
Monday, there were nine. On Tuesday, there were only six.

“Who is taking my berries?” Nico asked. He frowned and kicked a pebble.

His sister Mae was eating cereal. “Not me,” she said. “I don’t even like
strawberries.”

On Wednesday, Nico looked closely at the dirt. He saw tiny paw prints near the
plants. Next to the prints were bits of acorn shells.

“The thief has four feet,” Nico said. “And it likes nuts too.”

That afternoon, Nico and Mae sat very still on the back steps. They waited and
waited. Then they heard chattering high up in the oak tree. A small gray animal
with a bushy tail ran down the trunk. It grabbed a berry and zipped back up the
tree.

Mae laughed. “There is your thief!”

The next day, Nico put a net over his plants. Then he set a dish of acorns under
the oak tree, far from the garden.

“Now we can both have a snack,” he said.

everyworksheet.com



Name

The Berry Thief: Questions

Use clues from the story to answer.

@ How did Nico feel on Tuesday? upset

@ Which clue shows that Mae did not take the berries?
a. “They waited and waited.”

b. “Every morning, he counted the red berries.”
c. “I don’t even like strawberries.”

@ Who was taking the berries? Mae

@ The story uses the word “squirrel.”

@ Why did Nico put acorns under the tree?

a. so Mae could plant an oak tree
b. so the animal would eat them, not his berries
c. so he could catch the animal

@ What kind of person is Nico? Use a clue from the story.

Date

proud sleepy

a squirrel a bird

true false
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Berry Thief: Questions

Use clues from the story to answer.

@ How did Nico feel on Tuesday? proud

@ Which clue shows that Mae did not take the berries?

a. “They waited and waited.”
b. “Every morning, he counted the red berries.”
(c. “I don’t even like strawberries.”)

@ Who was taking the berries? Mae

@ The story uses the word “squirrel.” true

@ Why did Nico put acorns under the tree?

a. so Mae could plant an oak tree
(b. so the animal would eat them, not his berries)
c. so he could catch the animal

@ What kind of person is Nico? Use a clue from the story.

Nico is kind. He did not get mad at the squirrel. He gave it

sleepy

a bird

acorns so it could have a snack too.

everyworksheet.com



