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Test the Materials
Test each material. Circle what you observe.

WHAT TO DO

1. Collect a sponge, a piece of foil, a craft stick, a cotton ball and a rubber band.
2. Squeeze it. Is it hard or soft?
3. Try to bend it gently. Does it bend?
4. Put 5 drops of water on it. Does it soak up the water?
5. Put it in a tub of water. Does it sink or float?

Material Hard or soft? Bends? Soaks up 
water? Sink or float?

sponge hard soft yes no yes no sink float

foil hard soft yes no yes no sink float

craft stick hard soft yes no yes no sink float

cotton ball hard soft yes no yes no sink float

rubber band hard soft yes no yes no sink float

Which material would you use to clean up a spill? Use your results to tell why.
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