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Missing Number Word Problems
Read. What number is missing? Write a number sentence with a box for it. Sheet A

1. Some butterflies were in the garden. Then 11 more came. Now there are 64 
butterflies. How many butterflies were there at first?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer butterflies

2. A shop had some pretzels. It sold 24 of them. Now it has 7 pretzels left. How 
many pretzels did it have at first?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer pretzels

3. Hana had 61 beads. She gave some away. Now she has 54 beads. How many 
beads did she give away?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer beads

4. Omar has 74 buttons. He gets some more. Now he has 91 buttons. How many 
buttons did he get?

Show your thinking Number sentence

Answer buttons
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Missing Number Word Problems
A bar model, the number sentence and the answer. Sheet A

1. Some butterflies were in the garden. Then 11 more came. Now there are 64 
butterflies. How many butterflies were there at first?

Show your thinking

53 11

64

Number sentence

53 + 11 = 64

Answer butterflies

2. A shop had some pretzels. It sold 24 of them. Now it has 7 pretzels left. How 
many pretzels did it have at first?

Show your thinking

24 7

31

Number sentence

31 − 24 = 7

Answer pretzels

3. Hana had 61 beads. She gave some away. Now she has 54 beads. How many 
beads did she give away?

Show your thinking

7 54

61

Number sentence

61 − 7 = 54

Answer beads

4. Omar has 74 buttons. He gets some more. Now he has 91 buttons. How many 
buttons did he get?

Show your thinking

74 17

91

Number sentence

74 + 17 = 91

Answer buttons
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