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Mount St. Helens: A Fast Change
Read about a volcano. Then answer the questions.

Mount St. Helens
Mount St. Helens is a volcano in the state of 
Washington. For many years, it was a quiet, snowy 
mountain.

On May 18, 1980, the volcano erupted. In just a few 
minutes, the whole north side of the mountain slid 
away in a huge landslide. Ash shot high into the sky. 
The mountain lost about 1,300 feet of its top.

Rivers, forests and lakes nearby changed in one day. 
Today, plants and animals have come back, but the 
mountain still has a big bowl where its top used to 
be.

1. What kind of mountain is Mount St. Helens?

a volcano a hill a glacier

2. How fast did the side of the mountain slide away?

in millions of years in a few minutes in 100 years

3. Was this a fast change or a slow change?

slow fast

4. How is this change different from the Grand Canyon?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Mount St. Helens: A Fast Change
Answers to the questions.

Mount St. Helens
Mount St. Helens is a volcano in the state of 
Washington. For many years, it was a quiet, snowy 
mountain.

On May 18, 1980, the volcano erupted. In just a few 
minutes, the whole north side of the mountain slid 
away in a huge landslide. Ash shot high into the sky. 
The mountain lost about 1,300 feet of its top.

Rivers, forests and lakes nearby changed in one day. 
Today, plants and animals have come back, but the 
mountain still has a big bowl where its top used to 
be.

1. What kind of mountain is Mount St. Helens?

a volcano a hill a glacier

2. How fast did the side of the mountain slide away?

in millions of years in a few minutes in 100 years

3. Was this a fast change or a slow change?

slow fast

4. How is this change different from the Grand Canyon?

It happened in minutes. The canyon took millions of years.
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