Name Date

How a Seed Grows

Read the text. Level 2 - 187 words

A bean seed is about as big as your fingernail. It looks small and plain, but there is
a tiny plant inside it. The seed has a hard outside called a seed coat. The seed
coat keeps the baby plant safe.

First, the seed is planted in warm, damp soil. The seed soaks up water and swells.
After a few days, the seed coat splits open.

Next, a tiny root pushes down into the soil. The root holds the plant in place. It
also takes in water from the ground. The root always grows down, even if the seed
is planted upside down!

After that, a little green shoot pushes up toward the light. When it pokes out of
the soil, the young plant is called a seedling. The seedling grows leaves. The
leaves use sunlight, air, and water to make food for the plant. Now the plant can
feed itself.

Last, the plant grows taller and makes flowers. The flowers turn into pods with
new seeds inside. When those seeds are planted, the whole cycle starts again!
Most of the plants you see grow from seeds.
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Name Date

How a Seed Grows: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is this text mostly about?

a. how a seed grows b. how to cook beans c. why leaves fall
@ Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show the steps in order.

A green shoot pushes up.
The plant makes flowers.

The seed soaks up water.

A root pushes down.

@ Find a word in the text that means a young plant that has just come out of the
soil.

@ The root grows before the shoot. true false

@ What does the seed coat do?

a. It makes food. b. It keeps the plant safe. c. It grows flowers.

@ Why does a plant need roots? Use two details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How a Seed Grows: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is this text mostly about?

(a. how a seed grows) b. how to cook beans c. why leaves fall

@ Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show the steps in order.

3 | A green shoot pushes up.
L4 | The plant makes flowers.

1 | The seed soaks up water.

2 | A root pushes down.

@ Find a word in the text that means a young plant that has just come out of the
soil.

seedling

@ The root grows before the shoot. false

@ What does the seed coat do?

a. It makes food.  (b. It keeps the plant safe.) c. It grows flowers.

@ Why does a plant need roots? Use two details from the text.

Roots hold the plant in place. They also take in water from the

ground.
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