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Penguins Can’t Fly
Read the text. Then answer the questions. Level 1 · 120 words

Penguins are birds, but they cannot fly. Their wings are short 
and stiff. They work like flippers. Penguins use them to swim 
very fast under the water.

Penguins eat fish and other small sea animals. They catch 
their food with their beaks while they swim. Penguin chicks 
hatch from eggs that their parents keep warm and safe.

Many penguins live in places where it is very cold. A thick 
layer of fat and tightly packed feathers keep them warm. On 
land, penguins waddle on their short legs. Sometimes they 
slide on their bellies across the ice. It looks like they are 
sledding!

Not all penguins live in the cold. Some live on warm, sunny 
beaches in Africa and South America.

1 What do penguins use their wings for? to dig to fly to swim

2 All penguins live where it is cold. true false

3 Penguins catch food with their beaks. true false

4 Find a word in the text that means walk with short, rocking steps.

5 How do penguins move on land? Tell two ways.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Penguins Can’t Fly
Read the text. Then answer the questions. Level 1 · 120 words

Penguins are birds, but they cannot fly. Their wings are short 
and stiff. They work like flippers. Penguins use them to swim 
very fast under the water.

Penguins eat fish and other small sea animals. They catch 
their food with their beaks while they swim. Penguin chicks 
hatch from eggs that their parents keep warm and safe.

Many penguins live in places where it is very cold. A thick 
layer of fat and tightly packed feathers keep them warm. On 
land, penguins waddle on their short legs. Sometimes they 
slide on their bellies across the ice. It looks like they are 
sledding!

Not all penguins live in the cold. Some live on warm, sunny 
beaches in Africa and South America.

1 What do penguins use their wings for? to dig to fly to swim

2 All penguins live where it is cold. true false

3 Penguins catch food with their beaks. true false

4 Find a word in the text that means walk with short, rocking steps.

waddle

5 How do penguins move on land? Tell two ways.

They waddle on their short legs and slide on their bellies.
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