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The First Trip to the Moon
Listen to the text. READ ALOUD

Long ago, people looked up at the moon and wondered, “Could we ever go there?” For 
thousands of years, it was only a dream. Then, in 1969, the dream came true.

On July 16, 1969, a giant rocket blasted off from Florida. The rocket was taller than a 
thirty-story building. Three astronauts rode in a small spaceship at the very top. The 
trip to the moon took about four days.

When they got close, two of the astronauts climbed into a small craft called the lunar 
module. Lunar means “of the moon.” The lunar module carried them down to the 
moon. The third astronaut stayed behind and circled the moon in the main ship.

On July 20, 1969, astronaut Neil Armstrong opened the hatch, a small door in the 
side of the craft. He climbed down a ladder and became the first person ever to walk 
on the moon. Back home, millions of families crowded around their televisions to 
watch. Soon a second astronaut joined him.

The moon was very different from Earth. There was no air to breathe, so the 
astronauts wore big space suits with air inside. The ground was covered with gray 
dust and rocks. Because the moon’s pull is much weaker than Earth’s, the astronauts 
felt very light. They took big, bouncy hops as they explored.

The astronauts planted an American flag. They collected moon rocks and dust for 
scientists to study. They also left their footprints behind. There is no wind or rain on 
the moon to wipe them away, so those footprints may still be there today.

A few days later, all three astronauts splashed down safely in the Pacific Ocean. 
People all over the world cheered. Between 1969 and 1972, twelve astronauts walked 
on the moon. Scientists are still studying the moon rocks they brought home.
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Name Date

The First Trip to the Moon: Questions
Answer the questions about the text you heard.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. how rockets are built
b. the first trip to walk on the moon
c. why the moon changes shape

2 In what year did people first walk on the 
moon?

1959 2009 1969

3 The astronauts needed space suits because there is no air 
on the moon.

true false

4 Find a word in the text that means a small door in the side of a spaceship.

5 Why may the footprints still be on the moon?

a. Astronauts guard them.
b. No wind or rain wipes them away.
c. They are made of rock.

6 Why did the astronauts take big, bouncy hops? Explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The First Trip to the Moon: Questions
Answer the questions about the text you heard.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. how rockets are built
b. the first trip to walk on the moon
c. why the moon changes shape

2 In what year did people first walk on the 
moon?

1959 2009 1969

3 The astronauts needed space suits because there is no air 
on the moon.

true false

4 Find a word in the text that means a small door in the side of a spaceship.

hatch

5 Why may the footprints still be on the moon?

a. Astronauts guard them.
b. No wind or rain wipes them away.
c. They are made of rock.

6 Why did the astronauts take big, bouncy hops? Explain.

The moon’s pull is much weaker than Earth’s, so they felt very

light.
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