
Name Date

The Kindness Jar
Read the story. Level 3 · 273 words

On Monday, Ms. Ortiz set an empty glass jar on her desk. Next to it was a bowl of 
shiny blue marbles.

“This is our Kindness Jar,” she told the class. “Each time I see someone being kind, I 
will drop a marble into the jar. When the jar is full, we will have a class picnic.”

Darius loved picnics. He decided to be the kindest kid in the class. When Ms. Ortiz 
was looking, he held the door open. He picked up a pencil for Mei. He said “Great 
job!” to everyone. Plink, plink, plink went the marbles. By Tuesday afternoon, there 
were ten marbles in the jar, and four of them were for Darius.

On Wednesday at recess, Darius saw a first grader sitting alone by the fence. The 
boy’s kite string was tangled in a big knot. Ms. Ortiz was inside. Nobody was 
watching.

Darius sat down next to the boy, and together they worked on the knot. It took the 
whole recess, and Darius missed his turn on the swings, his favorite part of the day. 
When the string came loose at last, the boy smiled the biggest smile Darius had ever 
seen. “Thanks!” he said. Darius felt warm inside, as if he had swallowed sunshine.

Darius did not tell anyone what he had done. He did not need a marble. The good 
feeling was enough.

On Friday, the jar was finally full. As the class cheered, Ms. Ortiz smiled at Darius. 
“The first grader told his teacher what you did at recess,” she said. “That was real 
kindness, the kind you do even when no one is watching.”
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Name Date

The Kindness Jar: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What will the class get when the jar is full?

a class picnic a new game extra recess

2 Why was Darius kind at the start of the week?

a. A boy asked him. b. He wanted marbles. c. His mom told him.

3 Find a word in the story that means twisted up in a messy knot.

4 Ms. Ortiz saw Darius help the first grader. true false

5 Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.

The jar is full.

Darius holds the door open.

Ms. Ortiz sets out the Kindness Jar.

Darius helps with the kite string.

6 What lesson does Darius learn? Use details from the story.

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Kindness Jar: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What will the class get when the jar is full?

a class picnic a new game extra recess

2 Why was Darius kind at the start of the week?

a. A boy asked him. b. He wanted marbles. c. His mom told him.

3 Find a word in the story that means twisted up in a messy knot.

tangled

4 Ms. Ortiz saw Darius help the first grader. true false

5 Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.

4 The jar is full.

2 Darius holds the door open.

1 Ms. Ortiz sets out the Kindness Jar.

3 Darius helps with the kite string.

6 What lesson does Darius learn? Use details from the story.

Being kind feels good, even when no one is watching.
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