Name Date

The Long Trip of the Monarchs

Read the text. Level 3 - 268 words

Every fall, something amazing happens in the sky over North America. Millions of
orange and black butterflies start a long trip south. They are monarch butterflies,
and they are on their way to a warmer home for the winter. Monarchs are easy to
spot. Their wings are bright orange with black lines and white dots. The bright colors
warn birds that monarchs taste bad.

Monarchs cannot live through cold, snowy winters. So when the days grow shorter
and cooler, they fly south. Many monarchs travel all the way to the mountains of
Mexico. Some fly more than two thousand miles! That is a very long way for an insect
that weighs less than a paper clip.

In Mexico, the monarchs rest in tall fir trees. So many butterflies gather in one place
that the branches look orange. They cling to the trees in huge groups to stay warm,
and they rest there all winter.

When spring comes, the monarchs fly north again. Along the way, they lay eggs on a
plant called milkweed. Milkweed is the only plant monarch caterpillars eat. The eggs
hatch into tiny caterpillars that munch on milkweed leaves and grow bigger. Each one
makes a chrysalis and changes into a butterfly. Then those new butterflies keep flying
north. It takes a few families of butterflies, one after another, to finish the trip.

Here is the most surprising part. The butterflies that fly south in the fall have never
made the trip before. Nobody shows them the way, but they still find the same forests
every year. Scientists are still learning how they do it.
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Name Date

The Long Trip of the Monarchs: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Why do monarchs fly south in the fall?

a. to escape the cold b. to find more milkweed c. to visit the ocean

@ Find a word in the text that means hold on tightly.

@ Monarch caterpillars eat many kinds of plants. true false

@ Werite 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.

: They rest in fir trees all winter.

: Caterpillars hatch and eat milkweed.
: Monarchs fly south in the fall.

: They fly north and lay eggs.

@ What is the last paragraph mostly about?

a. laying eggs b. how much they weigh c. finding their way

@ Why is milkweed important to monarchs? How do you know?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Long Trip of the Monarchs: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Why do monarchs fly south in the fall?

(a. to escape the cold) b. to find more milkweed c. to visit the ocean

@ Find a word in the text that means hold on tightly.

cling

@ Monarch caterpillars eat many kinds of plants. true

@ Werite 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.

2 | They rest in fir trees all winter.
L | Caterpillars hatch and eat milkweed.
1 | Monarchs fly south in the fall.

3 | They fly north and lay eggs.

@ What is the last paragraph mostly about?

a. layingeggs  b. how much they weigh  (c. finding their way)

@ Why is milkweed important to monarchs? How do you know?

Their caterpillars eat only milkweed. The text says so.
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