Name Date

The New Kid on Bus 9

Read the story.

Level 2 - 194 words

Every morning, Ava rode Bus 9 to school. She always sat in the third row next to
her best friend, June. But on Monday, June was home sick, and Ava sat alone.

At the next stop, a boy Ava had never seen climbed on. He held a notebook tight
against his chest. He sat by himself in the back and stared out the window. He
looked lonely.

Ava wanted to say hello, but her stomach felt fluttery. What if he did not want to
talk?

Then the bus bumped over a hole, and the boy’s notebook slid into the aisle
between the seats. It flipped open to a drawing of a dinosaur with a long neck and
a tiny head.

Ava picked it up. “Wow! Did you draw this?” she asked.
The boy nodded. “I'm Kenji. We just moved here. I draw dinosaurs every day.”

“I love dinosaurs!” said Ava. She slid into the seat next to him, and they talked
about dinosaurs all the way to school.

The next morning, June was back. When the two girls climbed onto the bus, Kenji
waved from the third row. He had saved them two seats.
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Name Date

The New Kid on Bus 9: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why did Ava sit alone on Monday?

a. Ava was late. b. June moved away. c. June was home sick.

@ How did Kenji feel when he first got on the bus? lonely silly angry

@ Find a word in the story that means the path between the seats on a bus.

@ Ava said hello to Kenji as soon as he got on the bus. true false

@ Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.

Kenji’s notebook slides into the aisle.
Kenji saves two seats.

June is home sick.

Ava sits next to Kenji.

@ How did Kenji show he was glad to have a new friend? How do you know?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The New Kid on Bus 9: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why did Ava sit alone on Monday?

a. Ava was late. b. June moved away. (c. June was home sick.)

@ How did Kenji feel when he first got on the bus? silly angry

@ Find a word in the story that means the path between the seats on a bus.

aisle

@ Ava said hello to Kenji as soon as he got on the bus. true

@ Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.

2 | Kenji's notebook slides into the aisle.
L | Kenji saves two seats.

1 | Juneis home sick.

3 | Ava sits next to Kenji.

@ How did Kenji show he was glad to have a new friend? How do you know?

He saved them two seats and waved from the third row.
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