Name Date

The Statue of Liberty

Read the text. Level 3 - 283 words

In New York Harbor, on a small island, stands one of the most famous statues in the
world. It is the Statue of Liberty. The word liberty means freedom.

The statue was a gift to the United States from the people of France. They wanted to
celebrate the friendship between the two countries. The statue is enormous. From
the ground to the tip of its torch, it is taller than a twenty-story building!

The statue was much too big to send in one piece. Workers in France built it, took it
apart, and packed the pieces into more than two hundred big wooden crates. In
1885, a ship carried the crates across the Atlantic Ocean. Then workers in New York
put the statue back together, like a giant puzzle. It was finished in 1886.

The statue shows a woman in a long robe. In her right hand, she holds a torch high in
the air. In her left arm, she holds a tablet. The tablet is marked with the date July 4,
1776, the birthday of the United States.

Did you know the statue was not always green? Its outside is made of copper, a shiny
brown metal like a penny. Over many years, rain and air slowly turned the copper
green. This green coat protects the metal underneath.

For more than one hundred years, the statue has welcomed ships into the harbor.
When people sailed to America to start new lives, the statue was one of the first
things they saw. To many people, it is a sign of hope and freedom. Today, visitors ride
a boat to the island. Some even climb the stairs all the way up to the crown.
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Name Date

The Statue of Liberty: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

The people of which country gave the statue

to the United States? France Spain England

@ Find a word in the text that means big boxes used to ship things.

@ The statue was sent across the ocean in one piece. true false

@ Why is the statue green?
a. It was painted.

b. Rain and air changed it.
c. Itis made of glass.

@ Werite 1, 2, 3, 4 to show the steps in order.

: Workers in New York put the statue together.
: Workers in France build the statue.

: A ship carries the crates across the ocean.
: The pieces are packed into crates.

@ Why is the statue a sign of hope to many people? Use details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Statue of Liberty: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ The people of which country gave the statue Spain

to the United States?

@ Find a word in the text that means big boxes used to ship things.

crates

@ The statue was sent across the ocean in one piece. true

@ Why is the statue green?

a. It was painted.
(b. Rain and air changed it.)
c. Itis made of glass.

@ Werite 1, 2, 3, 4 to show the steps in order.

L | Workers in New York put the statue together.
1 | Workers in France build the statue.

3 | A ship carries the crates across the ocean.

2 | The pieces are packed into crates.

England

@ Why is the statue a sign of hope to many people? Use details from the text.

It welcomed people who came to start new lives in America.
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