Name Date

The Treehouse Plan

Read the story.

Level 3 - 261 words

Zoe and her big brother Marcus had waited all summer. At last, Dad said yes. They
could build a treehouse in the old oak tree in the backyard.

“Tt will have a slide!” said Zoe.
“No, it needs a lookout tower,” said Marcus. “Then we can see the whole street.”

“A slide!” Zoe said again, and she crossed her arms. “A tower!” said Marcus. Soon
they were both shouting, and nobody was building anything.

Dad set down his toolbox. “A good builder needs a plan,” he said. He handed them a
large sheet of paper and a pencil. “Draw one plan, together.”

Zoe and Marcus sat at the picnic table. At first they argued about every line. Then
Zoe had an idea. “What if the tower is on one side, and the slide comes down from
the other side?”

Marcus tilted his head and studied the paper. “That could work,” he admitted. He
drew a little window at the top of the tower. Zoe drew a twisty slide. Then they
added a rope ladder and a flag.

For three weekends, the family worked hard. Dad measured and cut the boards. Zoe
and Marcus handed him nails, painted the walls bright green, and hung the flag.

At last the treehouse was done. Marcus climbed up to the tower and looked out the
window. Zoe zoomed down the slide. Even Mom climbed the rope ladder to see. Then
Zoe and Marcus sat together under the flag.

“This is better than my plan,” said Zoe.

“Better than mine, too,” said Marcus with a grin.
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Name Date

The Treehouse Plan: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ What is the problem at the beginning of the story?

a. Dad says no. b. They can’t agree. c. The tree is too small.

@ Find a word in the story that means said something was true, even though it was
a little hard to say.

Dad gave Zoe and Marcus paper and a pencil. true false

@ Werite 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.
Zoe thinks of a way to use both ideas.
Zoe and Marcus shout about the treehouse.

The family builds the treehouse.

Dad tells them to draw one plan.

@ How was the problem solved?

a. They used both ideas. b. Dad built two. c. Zoe gave up.

@ What lesson do Zoe and Marcus learn? Use details from the story.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Treehouse Plan: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ What is the problem at the beginning of the story?

a. Dad says no.  (b. They can’t agree.) c. The tree is too small.

Find a word in the story that means said something was true, even though it was
a little hard to say.

admitted

@ Dad gave Zoe and Marcus paper and a pencil. false

@ Werite 1, 2, 3, 4 to show what happened.

3 | Zoe thinks of a way to use both ideas.
1 | Zoe and Marcus shout about the treehouse.
L4 | The family builds the treehouse.

2 | Dad tells them to draw one plan.

@ How was the problem solved?

(a. They used both ideas.) b. Dad built two.  c. Zoe gave up.

@ What lesson do Zoe and Marcus learn? Use details from the story.

Working together is better. They used both ideas in one plan.
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