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The Water Cycle
Read the text. Level 3 · 281 words

The water you drink today may be millions of years old. That is because Earth uses 
the same water over and over again. Water moves from the ground to the sky and 
back down again. This trip is called the water cycle. It gives us the water we need to 
drink, to grow food, and to keep every living thing alive.

The trip starts with the sun. The sun warms water in oceans, lakes, and even puddles. 
When water gets warm, some of it turns into a gas called water vapor. You cannot 
see water vapor, but it is in the air all around you. This change from liquid water to a 
gas is called evaporation. Evaporation is why puddles dry up on a sunny day.

The water vapor rises high into the sky, where the air is cold. The cold air changes 
the vapor back into tiny drops of water. Millions of these tiny drops crowd together 
to make a cloud. This step is called condensation. You can see condensation at 
home, too. Have you ever seen drops of water on the outside of a cold glass of 
lemonade? That is condensation!

The drops in a cloud bump into each other and join to make bigger, heavier drops. 
When the drops get too heavy to float, they fall back to Earth as rain. If the air is 
very cold, snow may fall instead. Water that falls from the sky is called 
precipitation.

Rain and snow fill rivers, lakes, and oceans. Some of the water soaks into the ground, 
where plants take it in through their roots. Then the sun warms the water, and the 
cycle begins again. It never stops!
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Name Date

The Water Cycle: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. why oceans are salty b. how to make ice c. the trip water takes

2 Find a word in the text that means water that falls from the sky.

3 What turns water vapor back into tiny drops?

the warm sun the cold air a strong wind

4 You can see water vapor in the air. true false

5 Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show the steps in order.

Tiny drops make a cloud.

The sun warms the water.

Rain falls back to Earth.

Water vapor rises into the sky.

6 Where can you see condensation at home? Tell what happens.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Water Cycle: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is this text mostly about?

a. why oceans are salty b. how to make ice c. the trip water takes

2 Find a word in the text that means water that falls from the sky.

precipitation

3 What turns water vapor back into tiny drops?

the warm sun the cold air a strong wind

4 You can see water vapor in the air. true false

5 Write 1, 2, 3, 4 to show the steps in order.

3 Tiny drops make a cloud.

1 The sun warms the water.

4 Rain falls back to Earth.

2 Water vapor rises into the sky.

6 Where can you see condensation at home? Tell what happens.

On a cold glass of lemonade. Drops of water form on the outside

of the glass.
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