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Where Does Recycling Go?
Read the text. Level 2 · 185 words

Have you ever wondered what happens to the cans and bottles you put in the 
recycling bin? Their trip is just beginning!

First, a recycling truck picks them up. The truck takes them to a big building called 
a recycling center.

At the center, everything rides along on moving belts. Machines and workers sort 
it all into piles. Paper goes in one pile. Plastic, glass, and metal each get their own 
piles, too. A big magnet pulls out cans made of steel.

Next, each pile is squeezed into giant blocks called bales. The bales are sent to 
factories. At the factories, the old things are cleaned, chopped, or melted. Then 
they are made into something new. Old paper can become new paper or boxes. 
Plastic bottles can become park benches or even soft, warm jackets. Glass jars can 
become new jars.

Recycling means less trash in the ground. It also saves trees, because old paper 
can be made into new paper. So the next time you finish a bottle of juice, toss it in 
the recycling bin. You will help it start a brand-new life!
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Questions: Where Does Recycling Go?
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Why did the author write this text?

a. to tell a funny story about a truck
b. to explain what happens to things we recycle
c. to teach how to make juice

2 Write 1, 2, 3 to show the steps in order.

Factories make it into something new.

A truck picks up the recycling.

Machines and workers sort it.

3 Find a word in the text that means put things into groups that belong together.

4 What pulls the steel cans out?

a. a fan b. a worker with a net c. a big magnet

5 Old plastic bottles can be made into park benches. true false

6 What does the author want you to do? How do you know?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Questions: Where Does Recycling Go?
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Why did the author write this text?

a. to tell a funny story about a truck
b. to explain what happens to things we recycle
c. to teach how to make juice

2 Write 1, 2, 3 to show the steps in order.

3 Factories make it into something new.

1 A truck picks up the recycling.

2 Machines and workers sort it.

3 Find a word in the text that means put things into groups that belong together.

sort

4 What pulls the steel cans out?

a. a fan b. a worker with a net c. a big magnet

5 Old plastic bottles can be made into park benches. true false

6 What does the author want you to do? How do you know?

Recycle! The text says to toss my bottle in the recycling bin.
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