Name Date

Beaver Builds Alone

Read the story. Then answer the questions.

Level 2 - 251 words

Young Beaver lived by a wide, quiet stream. One fall, he decided to build his
very first dam.

“I will build it all by myself,” he said proudly. “I am strong, and my teeth are
sharp.”

Otter swam by. “That is a big job,” she said. “I can carry sticks for you.”
“No, thank you,” said Beaver. “I do not need help.”

Muskrat came next with a mouthful of mud. “I can pack mud between the
sticks,” he offered.

“No, thank you,” said Beaver. “I can do it alone.”

All day long, Beaver chewed and dragged and stacked. By evening, his teeth
were sore and his tail was tired. His dam was only half done, and there was a
big gap in the middle.

That night, a hard rain fell. The stream rose higher and higher. The rushing
water pushed through the gap and carried Beaver’s sticks away.

In the morning, Beaver sat on the bank and looked at the empty stream. “I
worked so hard,” he sighed, “and now I have nothing.”

Otter and Muskrat sat down beside him. “We would still like to help,” said
Otter gently.

This time, Beaver nodded. “Yes, please,” he said. “Thank you.”

Otter carried sticks. Muskrat packed the mud. Beaver chewed and stacked.
Working together, they finished the dam in just one day. It was strong and
tight.

That winter, the dam held back the water, and Beaver’s lodge stayed warm and
dry. And he always remembered: many paws make a big job small.
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Beaver Builds Alone: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Who are the characters in this fable?

a. Beaver, Fox, and Owl
b. Otter, Frog, and Duck
c. Beaver, Otter, and Muskrat

@ Beaver said yes the first time Otter offered to help.

@ What happened to Beaver’s first dam?

a. The rain and rushing water washed it away.
b. Otter knocked it down.
c. Beaver finished it in one day.

@ Find a word in the story that means let out a long, sad breath.

@ What is the lesson?

a. Beavers have very sharp teeth.
b. Itis wise to say yes when others offer help.
c. Rain falls in the fall.

@ How did Beaver change from the beginning to the end?

true false
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Answer key

Beaver Builds Alone: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Who are the characters in this fable?

a. Beaver, Fox, and Owl
b. Otter, Frog, and Duck
(c. Beaver, Otter, and Muskrat )

@ Beaver said yes the first time Otter offered to help.

@ What happened to Beaver’s first dam?

(a. The rain and rushing water washed it away. )
b. Otter knocked it down.
c. Beaver finished it in one day.

@ Find a word in the story that means let out a long, sad breath.

sighed

@ What is the lesson?

a. Beavers have very sharp teeth.
(b. Itis wise to say yes when others offer help.)
c. Rain falls in the fall.

@ How did Beaver change from the beginning to the end?

At first he wanted to work alone. At the end, he said yes to

true

For the teacher or parent

help.
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