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Dash Mouse Rushes Off
Read the story. Then answer the questions. Level 2 · 265 words

Dash was a young field mouse who did everything in a hurry. He ate fast, he talked 
fast, and he ran everywhere.

One morning, Grandmother Mouse said, “Dash, please take this basket of seeds to 
Aunt Clover. To find her house, go past the...”

“I know the way!” called Dash. He grabbed the basket and was gone before she 
could finish.

Dash scurried down the path. Soon the path split in two. One way went up a hill. 
One way went down to the pond. “I’ll go this way,” said Dash, and he raced up the 
hill.

At the top, he found a prickly bush, a sleepy snail, and lots of rocks. There was no 
house anywhere.

Dash ran back down and hurried to the pond. He found three frogs and plenty of 
mud. But which way should he go next? Little paths went everywhere.

By now his paws were muddy, and the sun was high in the sky. “I’d better go 
home,” Dash said with a groan.

Grandmother Mouse was waiting at the door. “Back so soon?” she asked.

Dash looked down at his muddy paws. “I didn’t listen to all of your directions,” he 
said. “Will you tell me again? This time I’ll listen to every word.”

Grandmother Mouse smiled. “Go past the pond, cross the little bridge, and look 
for the yellow door under the big oak tree.”

Dash listened all the way to the end. Then he walked past the pond, crossed the 
bridge, and found the yellow door under the oak. Aunt Clover was so happy to get 
the seeds!
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Name Date

Dash Mouse Rushes Off: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What did Dash do before Grandmother Mouse finished talking?

a. He ate the seeds. b. He ran off. c. He took a nap.

2 Find a word in the story that means ran with small, quick steps.

3 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Dash found the yellow door.

Dash asked Grandmother to tell him again.

Dash raced up the hill.

4 Aunt Clover’s house has a yellow door. true false

5 What is the lesson?

a. Listen first, then go. b. Mice like seeds. c. Hills are rocky.

6 How did Dash solve his problem?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Dash Mouse Rushes Off: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What did Dash do before Grandmother Mouse finished talking?

a. He ate the seeds. b. He ran off. c. He took a nap.

2 Find a word in the story that means ran with small, quick steps.

scurried

3 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

3 Dash found the yellow door.

2 Dash asked Grandmother to tell him again.

1 Dash raced up the hill.

4 Aunt Clover’s house has a yellow door. true false

5 What is the lesson?

a. Listen first, then go. b. Mice like seeds. c. Hills are rocky.

6 How did Dash solve his problem?

He went home and listened to all the directions.
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