Name Date

Mei’s Sketchbook

Read the story. Then answer the questions.

Level 3 - 293 words

On her first day at Maple Hill School, Mei’s stomach felt tight. She had moved from
a town far away, and she did not know a single person. Her teacher, Mr. Okafor,
smiled and showed her to a desk by the window.

All morning, the other kids talked and laughed together. Mei wanted to join in, but
her voice felt stuck. At lunch, she sat at the end of a long table by herself. She
opened her lunch box and wished she were back at her old school.

Then she remembered the sketchbook in her backpack. Drawing always made her
feel calm. She took it out and began to draw the class pet, a chubby goldfish
named Captain. She gave him a tiny pirate hat and a big, bold smile.

“Whoa,” said a voice. Mei looked up. A girl with two puffy braids was peeking at
her drawing. “That’s Captain! Can you draw him a ship?”

Mei’s cheeks felt warm. “I can try,” she said quietly. She drew a ship with a striped
sail. The girl laughed. “I’'m Nora,” she said. “Can I sit here?”

Mei nodded. Soon two more kids came over to look. One boy asked her to draw a
dragon. Another asked for a rocket. Mei drew and drew, and they all talked about
their favorite animals.

After lunch, Nora had an idea. “Let’s make a comic book about Captain the Pirate
Fish,” she said. “You draw, and I’ll write the words.”

That afternoon, Mr. Okafor hung Mei’s drawing of Captain on the wall. When Mom
picked her up, Mei was smiling from ear to ear.

“How was your first day?” Mom asked.

“It started out lonely,” said Mei. “But it ended with a new friend and a comic
book!”
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Name Date

Mei’s Sketchbook: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ (I;IOV\; did Mei feel at the start of her first proud NErvVOUS silly
ay’?

@ What did Mei do when she was sitting alone at lunch?

@ Werite 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Mr. Okafor hung up Mei’s drawing.

Mei sat at the end of a long table.

Nora asked Mei to draw a ship.
@ At the end of the day, Mei still felt lonely. true false

@ Who helped Mei feel welcome? Nora Captain Mom
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Answer ke For the teacher or parent
p

Mei’s Sketchbook: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ How did Mei feel at the start of her first proud silly

day?

@ What did Mei do when she was sitting alone at lunch?

She took out her sketchbook and drew Captain, the class

goldfish.

@ Find a word in the story that means taking a quick look.

peeking

@ Werite 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

3 | Mr. Okafor hung up Mei’s drawing.

1 | Mei sat at the end of a long table.

2 | Nora asked Mei to draw a ship.

@ At the end of the day, Mei still felt lonely. true

@ Who helped Mei feel welcome? Captain Mom
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