
Name Date

Saturday Pancakes
Read the story. Then answer the questions. Level 3 · 285 words

Every Saturday morning, Dad made pancakes for Jonah and his little sister, Bea. But 
this Saturday was different. Dad had hurt his arm playing basketball, and it was 
resting in a sling.

“No pancakes today, I guess,” Dad said sadly.

Jonah looked at Bea. Bea looked at Jonah. “We can make them!” said Jonah. “You 
can be the boss, Dad. We’ll be your hands.”

Dad laughed. “All right, chefs. Wash your hands, and let’s begin.”

Dad read the recipe out loud. Jonah measured the flour. Bea cracked the eggs into a 
bowl. Crunch! A piece of shell fell in. “Oops,” she said. Her cheeks turned pink.

“That happens to everyone,” said Dad. “Just scoop it out with a spoon.” Bea tried, 
and the little piece of shell came right out.

Next, Jonah poured in the milk. He stirred and stirred until the batter was smooth. 
Then he remembered something. “We forgot the baking powder!” Without it, the 
pancakes would be as flat as paper. He added one spoonful and stirred again.

Dad heated the pan and poured the batter with his good hand. Jonah watched for 
little bubbles on top. “Now!” he called, and Dad flipped each pancake. Bea set the 
table and put out the berries and syrup.

The pancakes were not perfectly round. One looked like a cloud, and one looked like a 
turtle. But they were golden and fluffy, and they tasted delicious.

“These might be the best pancakes ever,” said Dad. “Do you know why?”

“Because of the berries?” asked Bea.

“No,” said Dad with a smile. “Because my whole team made them.”

Jonah and Bea grinned. They decided to be Dad’s helpers every Saturday, even after 
his arm got better.
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Name Date

Saturday Pancakes: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why couldn’t Dad make the pancakes by himself?

a. He was too sleepy. b. There was no flour. c. He had hurt his arm.

2 How did Jonah respond when Dad said there would be no pancakes?

3 Bea got a piece of eggshell in the bowl. true false

4 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Jonah added the baking powder.

Dad flipped the pancakes.

Bea cracked the eggs.

5 Find a word in the story that means soft and light.

6 How does the story end?

a. Dad’s arm is all better.
b. Jonah and Bea decide to help Dad every Saturday.
c. The family goes out for breakfast.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Saturday Pancakes: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why couldn’t Dad make the pancakes by himself?

a. He was too sleepy. b. There was no flour. c. He had hurt his arm.

2 How did Jonah respond when Dad said there would be no pancakes?

He said that he and Bea could make them, and Dad could be the

boss.

3 Bea got a piece of eggshell in the bowl. true false

4 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

2 Jonah added the baking powder.

3 Dad flipped the pancakes.

1 Bea cracked the eggs.

5 Find a word in the story that means soft and light.

fluffy

6 How does the story end?

a. Dad’s arm is all better.
b. Jonah and Bea decide to help Dad every Saturday.
c. The family goes out for breakfast.
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