
Name Date

The Blue Mug
Read the story. Then answer the questions. Level 3 · 298 words

Zara’s mom had a favorite mug. It was bright blue with yellow stars, and Zara’s 
grandpa had made it by hand. Every morning, Mom drank warm tea from it and said, 
“This mug makes my day start right.”

One afternoon, Zara was doing cartwheels in the kitchen. She knew cartwheels were 
for outside. Her foot bumped the counter, and the blue mug tumbled to the floor. 
Crack! It broke into three pieces.

Zara froze. Her heart thumped. She quickly hid the pieces in a paper bag at the back 
of her closet. Maybe Mom would never notice.

At dinner, Mom looked in the cupboard. “Has anyone seen my blue mug?” she asked. 
Zara stared at her plate. She did not say a word, but her tummy felt as heavy as a 
rock.

That night, Zara could not fall asleep. She kept thinking about Grandpa’s mug hiding 
in the dark closet. Finally, she climbed out of bed and got the paper bag. She found 
Mom reading on the couch.

“Mom,” she said in a shaky voice, “I broke your mug. I was doing cartwheels inside. 
Then I hid it. I’m really sorry.”

Mom was quiet for a moment. Zara’s eyes filled with tears. Then Mom gave her a hug. 
“I’m sad about the mug,” she said. “But I’m proud of you for telling me the truth. 
That took courage.”

The next day, Mom and Zara glued the three pieces back together. The mug had thin 
cracks now, so it could not hold tea anymore. Instead, they set it on Mom’s desk and 
filled it with pens and pencils.

“Now it holds my pencils, and it reminds me of you and Grandpa,” said Mom.

Zara smiled. Telling the truth had been hard, but it felt so much better than hiding.
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Name Date

The Blue Mug: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 How did the mug break?

a. The cat knocked it. b. Mom dropped it. c. Zara bumped the counter.

2 Zara told Mom about the mug right away. true false

3 What did Zara do when she could not fall asleep?

a. She got the bag and told Mom the truth.
b. She glued the mug back together by herself.
c. She did more cartwheels in the kitchen.

4 Find a word in the story that means being brave when something is hard.

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Zara told Mom the truth.

Mom and Zara glued the mug.

Zara hid the pieces in her closet.

6 What lesson does Zara learn?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Blue Mug: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 How did the mug break?

a. The cat knocked it. b. Mom dropped it. c. Zara bumped the counter.

2 Zara told Mom about the mug right away. true false

3 What did Zara do when she could not fall asleep?

a. She got the bag and told Mom the truth.
b. She glued the mug back together by herself.
c. She did more cartwheels in the kitchen.

4 Find a word in the story that means being brave when something is hard.

courage

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

2 Zara told Mom the truth.

3 Mom and Zara glued the mug.

1 Zara hid the pieces in her closet.

6 What lesson does Zara learn?

Telling the truth is better than hiding a mistake.
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