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The Blue Trail Marks
Read the story. Then answer the questions. Level 3 · 295 words

Lucia and her Aunt Rita were hiking to Hidden Falls. Aunt Rita had a map in her 
pocket and a water bottle for each of them. “Look for the blue marks painted on the 
trees,” she said. “They show us which way the trail goes.”

The trail wound up a hill through tall pine trees. Lucia was the first to spot each blue 
mark. “There’s one!” she called again and again. She heard a woodpecker tapping 
and saw a chipmunk dash under a log.

After a while, the trail crossed a wide, sunny meadow full of tall grass and purple 
flowers. Lucia ran ahead to follow a butterfly. When she looked up, she could not see 
the path anymore. All around her was grass, grass, and more grass. Where was the 
next blue mark?

“Aunt Rita!” she called. Her voice sounded small.

“I’m right here,” said Aunt Rita, walking up beside her. “Let’s stop and think. When 
you’re not sure where to go, stay still and look around carefully.”

Lucia took a deep breath. She turned slowly in a circle. On the far side of the 
meadow, she spotted a tree with a bright blue mark on it. “There!” she shouted.

They walked across the meadow side by side. Soon Lucia heard a rushing, splashing 
sound. It got louder and louder. Then they stepped around a big rock, and there it 
was: Hidden Falls! The water tumbled down the rocks into a clear pool.

Lucia and Aunt Rita sat on a flat rock and ate their sandwiches. Tiny drops of cool 
mist sprinkled their faces.

“You did a great job finding the marks,” said Aunt Rita.

Lucia smiled. “Next time, I’ll stay close to you,” she said. “And I’ll keep my eyes on 
the trail.”
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Name Date

The Blue Trail Marks: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Where does most of the story take place?

a. at a beach b. in a busy city c. on a hiking trail

2 The blue marks show which way the trail goes. true false

3 What did Lucia do when she could not see the trail?

a. She ran back down the hill.
b. She stood still, looked around, and found a blue mark.
c. She climbed a tree to look.

4 Find a word in the story that means a field of grass and flowers.

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Lucia followed a butterfly.

Lucia and Aunt Rita ate by the falls.

Lucia spotted a mark across the meadow.

6 What did Lucia learn at the end of the story?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Blue Trail Marks: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Where does most of the story take place?

a. at a beach b. in a busy city c. on a hiking trail

2 The blue marks show which way the trail goes. true false

3 What did Lucia do when she could not see the trail?

a. She ran back down the hill.
b. She stood still, looked around, and found a blue mark.
c. She climbed a tree to look.

4 Find a word in the story that means a field of grass and flowers.

meadow

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

1 Lucia followed a butterfly.

3 Lucia and Aunt Rita ate by the falls.

2 Lucia spotted a mark across the meadow.

6 What did Lucia learn at the end of the story?

She learned to stay close to Aunt Rita and keep her eyes on the

trail.
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