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The Paper Airplane Contest
Read the story. Then answer the questions. Level 3 · 304 words

Room 12 was having a paper airplane contest on Friday. The plane that flew the 
farthest would win a gold ribbon. Diego wanted that ribbon more than anything.

On Thursday night, Diego built the fanciest plane he could. It had a pointy nose, a 
tall tail, and lots of little flaps. He colored orange flames on the sides. “This plane 
will win for sure,” he told his grandma.

On Friday, the class lined up in the gym. Ms. Rivera stood by a line on the floor 
with a tape measure. When it was Diego’s turn, he threw his plane as hard as he 
could. It zoomed up, flipped over, and crashed nose-first onto the floor. It had 
only gone a few steps!

Some kids giggled. Diego’s face got hot. He wanted to crumple his plane into a ball 
and hide it in his desk.

Then his friend Amir threw his plane. It was plain and simple, with long, flat wings. 
It glided smoothly across the gym. Diego stared. “How did you do that?” he asked.

“Keep the wings flat and even,” said Amir. “And don’t throw too hard. Just push it 
forward gently.”

Ms. Rivera said each student could have one more try. Diego unfolded the little 
flaps and pressed the wings flat. He checked that both sides were the same size. 
Then he took a deep breath and gave the plane a smooth, gentle push.

This time, the plane sailed through the air like a bird. It landed far past the middle 
of the gym!

Amir won the gold ribbon, and Diego came in second. Diego cheered loudly for his 
friend. “Your tip really worked,” he said.

On the way home, Diego was already planning his next plane. “Flat wings and a 
gentle push,” he said to himself. “Next time, I’ll be ready!”
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Name Date

The Paper Airplane Contest: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What did Diego want to win?

a box of markers a gold ribbon a tape measure

2 How did Diego feel when his plane crashed and some kids giggled?

embarrassed sleepy proud

3 What did Diego do after his first plane crashed?

4 Find a word in the story that means crush into a ball.

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Amir gave Diego a tip.

Diego’s plane sailed far.

Diego’s plane crashed.

6 What is the lesson of the story?

a. Fancy is always best. b. Learn from mistakes. c. Never try again.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Paper Airplane Contest: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What did Diego want to win?

a box of markers a gold ribbon a tape measure

2 How did Diego feel when his plane crashed and some kids giggled?

embarrassed sleepy proud

3 What did Diego do after his first plane crashed?

He asked Amir for help and tried again.

4 Find a word in the story that means crush into a ball.

crumple

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

2 Amir gave Diego a tip.

3 Diego’s plane sailed far.

1 Diego’s plane crashed.

6 What is the lesson of the story?

a. Fancy is always best. b. Learn from mistakes. c. Never try again.
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