Name Date

The Two-Door Fort

Read the story. Then answer the questions.

Level 3 - 312 words

Lena and Sam had been best friends since kindergarten. Every Saturday, they played
in Sam’s backyard. This Saturday, Sam’s dad gave them a giant cardboard box from a
new refrigerator.

“Let’s build a fort!” said Sam.
“Yes!” said Lena. “It can be a castle with a tall tower.”
Sam frowned. “No, it should be a spaceship with round windows.”

They both grabbed the box at the same time and pulled. Rrrip! A long tear ran down
one side. Lena crossed her arms. Sam stomped his foot. “Fine,” he said. “Then I’ll
build my spaceship by myself.”

“Fine,” said Lena. “I’ll build my castle by myself.”

Lena found an old shoebox and tried to make a tower, but it kept tipping over. On the
other side of the yard, Sam tried to cut round windows. The scissors were hard to
turn, and his circles came out lumpy. Building alone was not much fun. It was also
very quiet.

Lena looked over at Sam. He looked lonely too. She took a deep breath and walked
over. “I'm sorry I pulled the box,” she said. “My tower keeps falling down.”

“I’'m sorry too,” said Sam. “And my windows look like potatoes.”
Lena giggled. “What if it’s a castle and a spaceship? A space castle!”

Sam’s eyes lit up. “With a door on each end! One door can be yours, and one door can
be mine.”

They patched the torn side with lots of tape. Lena held the shoebox tower steady
while Sam taped it to the top. Then Lena drew the circles, and Sam cut them out
slowly and carefully. When they were done, the fort had a tower, three round
windows, and two doors.

That afternoon, they flew their space castle all the way to the moon and back. “This
is the best fort ever,” said Sam.

Lena grinned. “Because we built it together.”
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Name Date

The Two-Door Fort: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ What problem did Lena and Sam have at the beginning?
a. They could not find a box.

b. They each wanted to build a different fort.
c. It started to rain.

@ Building alone was not fun. What did Lena do about it?

@ Sam’s windows came out perfectly round. true false

@ Find a word in the story that means sad because you are by yourself.

@ Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Lena and Sam built a space castle.

The box got a long tear.

Lena said she was sorry.

@ What is the lesson of the story?

a. Friends can work together. b. Boxes can tear. c. Castles are best.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Two-Door Fort: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ What problem did Lena and Sam have at the beginning?

a. They could not find a box.
(b. They each wanted to build a different fort.)
c. It started to rain.

@ Building alone was not fun. What did Lena do about it?

She went over to Sam and said she was sorry.

@ Sam’s windows came out perfectly round. true

@ Find a word in the story that means sad because you are by yourself.

lonely

@ Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

3 | Lena and Sam built a space castle.

1 | The box got a long tear.

2 | Lena said she was sorry.

@ What is the lesson of the story?

(a. Friends can work together.) b. Boxes can tear. c. Castles are best.
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