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Where Is Pickles?
Read the story. Then answer the questions. Level 2 · 287 words

Owen had a little brown hamster named Pickles. Pickles had round cheeks and a 
pink nose. He loved to run on his wheel at night. Squeak, squeak, squeak! Every 
night, Owen gave him a fresh slice of carrot and said, “Good night, Pickles.”

One morning, Owen ran to say hello. The cage door was open, and the cage was 
empty! “Mom!” he shouted. “Pickles is gone!”

Owen’s heart pounded. He wanted to cry, but he knew that would not help 
Pickles. “Hamsters like small, dark places,” he said. “Let’s look there.”

Mom and Owen searched under the bed. They found two socks and a puzzle 
piece, but no Pickles. They looked behind the bookshelf. They peeked inside the 
toy box. Mom checked the kitchen while Owen looked in the bathtub. Still no 
Pickles. Owen felt a lump in his throat. Was Pickles hungry? Was he scared?

Then Owen had an idea. He put a carrot slice in the middle of the floor. He sat 
very still and listened. For a long time, the room was quiet. Then he heard a 
tiny scratch, scratch, scratch. It came from his closet.

Owen tiptoed to the closet and looked down. There was Pickles, curled up inside 
one of Owen’s slippers! His cheeks were stuffed with seeds from his food bowl.

“You silly hamster,” Owen whispered. He gently scooped Pickles up and put him 
back in his cage.

Then Owen looked closely at the cage door. The latch was loose, so the door 
could swing open. Owen and Mom fixed it with a strong clip. Owen tugged on 
the door. It stayed shut.

That night, Owen gave Pickles his carrot slice. “Good night, Pickles,” he said. 
“No more adventures without me!”
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Name Date

Questions: Where Is Pickles?
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What was the problem in the story?

a. Pickles was sick. b. Owen lost a slipper. c. Pickles got out.

2 How did Owen respond when he saw the empty cage?

3 Owen found Pickles under the bed. true false

4 Find a word in the story that means walked very quietly on your toes.

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

Owen and Mom fixed the latch.

Owen looked under the bed.

Owen heard a scratching sound.

6 Why did Owen and Mom put a clip on the cage door?

a. to keep Pickles in b. to make it pretty c. to carry the cage
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Questions: Where Is Pickles?
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What was the problem in the story?

a. Pickles was sick. b. Owen lost a slipper. c. Pickles got out.

2 How did Owen respond when he saw the empty cage?

He did not cry. He stayed calm and looked in small, dark

places.

3 Owen found Pickles under the bed. true false

4 Find a word in the story that means walked very quietly on your toes.

tiptoed

5 Write 1, 2, 3 to show what happened.

3 Owen and Mom fixed the latch.

1 Owen looked under the bed.

2 Owen heard a scratching sound.

6 Why did Owen and Mom put a clip on the cage door?

a. to keep Pickles in b. to make it pretty c. to carry the cage
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