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Six Simple Machines

Simple machines have few or no moving parts. They make work easier.

lever

A bar that turns on a
point called a fulcrum. It
helps lift or move things.

inclined plane

A ramp: a flat, slanted
surface for moving things
up or down.

pulley

A wheel with a rope
around it. Pulling down
on the rope lifts a load

up.

wedge
Two slopes that meet at a

sharp edge. It splits, cuts
or holds things.
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wheel and axle

A wheel joined to a rod.
When one turns, the
other turns too.
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screw

An inclined plane
wrapped around a post.
It holds things together

or lifts.
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