Name Date

Which Cover Stops Erosion Best?

A class made four sand hills. They protected three of them in different ways. Then
they poured the same cup of water on each one.

After pouring, they scooped up the sand that washed to the bottom of each tray and
counted spoonfuls.

Sand hill Spoonfuls of sand washed away

bare sand (no cover) 10

covered with grass

covered with rocks 3

wall of craft sticks 6
1. Which hill lost the most sand? (bare sand) (grass) (rocks)
2. Which cover worked best? (‘craft sticks ) (rocks ) ( grass )

How many fewer spoonfuls did the rock hill lose than the bare [:
hill?

L. Why do you think grass worked so well?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Which Cover Stops Erosion Best?

Answers to the questions.

After pouring, they scooped up the sand that washed to the bottom of each tray and
counted spoonfuls.

Sand hill Spoonfuls of sand washed away

bare sand (no cover) 10

covered with grass

covered with rocks 3

wall of craft sticks

1.  Which hill lost the most sand? (bare sand ) ( grass ) ( rocks
2. Which cover worked best? craft sticks ) ( rocks

3. How many fewer spoonfuls did the rock hill lose than the bare
© hill?

L. Why do you think grass worked so well?
Grass roots hold the sand together, and the leaves slow the water down.
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