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Two-Step Compare Word Problems
Read. Step 1: find the other amount. Step 2: find the total.

1. The class bakes 27 pretzels. The next class bakes 16 fewer. How many 
pretzels do the two classes bake in all?

Show your thinking Step 1 number sentence

Step 2 number sentence

Answer pretzels

2. Zoe has 12 stickers. Marcus has 28 more stickers than Zoe. How many stickers 
do they have in all?

Show your thinking Step 1 number sentence

Step 2 number sentence

Answer stickers

3. Ruby has 26 marbles. Leo has 9 fewer marbles than Ruby. How many marbles 
do they have in all?

Show your thinking Step 1 number sentence

Step 2 number sentence

Answer marbles
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Two-Step Compare Word Problems
A bar model, the number sentence and the answer.

1. The class bakes 27 pretzels. The next class bakes 16 fewer. How many 
pretzels do the two classes bake in all?

Show your thinking

27

11 16

27 11

38

Step 1 number sentence

27 − 16 = 11

Step 2 number sentence

27 + 11 = 38

Answer pretzels

2. Zoe has 12 stickers. Marcus has 28 more stickers than Zoe. How many stickers 
do they have in all?

Show your thinking

40

12 28

12 40

52

Step 1 number sentence

12 + 28 = 40

Step 2 number sentence

12 + 40 = 52

Answer stickers

3. Ruby has 26 marbles. Leo has 9 fewer marbles than Ruby. How many marbles 
do they have in all?

Show your thinking

26

17 9

26 17

43

Step 1 number sentence

26 − 9 = 17

Step 2 number sentence

26 + 17 = 43

Answer marbles
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